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" What do you think of the * Hindi for the Indians'
campaign ? " I asked her one afternoon.
She braced her sturdy figure, tall for a Parsee woman,
and a faint glow of colour wanned her tannish skin. " I
think it is inspired lunacy," she answered promptly. ec Of
course we should treasure and exploit our vernaculars. Of
course we should conduct all primary and secondary
education in them. But this desperation to supplant English
as the language of the highest studies merely because it was
the language of the foreign rulers is madness. What else
is Hindi ? It is true that the invasion which brought it to
the country was thousands of years ago, but to be consistent
we ought to reject it as well and try to reintroduce the
language of the Gonds, or the Bhumijis, or one of the other
tribes descended from the earliest natives of the land that
we can trace. It's not merely that English is an international
language, and Hindi is not. On those grounds we might
argue in favour of making Tamil the national language
rather than Hindi since it is far better known outside
the borders of India. The real criterion is whether
a language fits the needs of the day. English does, and
Hindi does not."
" You won't find many in this country to agree with you
there, Frene," I laughed.
" I would find many more than you might think if every-
body spoke out boldly," she replied tartly. " We aren't all
fools, you know, in spite of the noise and the antics of some
of us who ought to know better. It's unpopular to say so
at the moment, so therefore many will avoid saying it, but
the edict for the suppression of English as the medium of
instruction at university level is causing very serious concern
among those who have the welfare of their colleges and
students at heart."
" But why should it be so ? " I insisted. " Remember
that I'm no expert on Indian languages, and that it's hard
for-me to understand why you feel so strongly about it.